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For his efforts, Charles was recognized with 

the ‘‘Outstanding Public Transportation Board 
Member Award’’ in 2007 by the American 
Public Transportation Association, the premier 
association representing the interests of the 
public transportation industry in North Amer-
ica. 

It is a privilege to recognize my friend 
Charles Emery for his dedication and commit-
ment to his fellow North Texans, and I con-
gratulate him on this well-earned honor. 

f 

RECOGNIZING BIANCA MADERAL 

HON. DONNA E. SHALALA 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 29, 2019 

Ms. SHALALA. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
honor of Bianca Maderal. A young adult un-
dergoing cancer treatment, Bianca founded 
Fight Like a Kid, a nonprofit organization dedi-
cated to supporting children with cancer. 

Bianca was diagnosed with a brain tumor in 
2016 when she was a senior in high school. 
Since then, she has been a constant source of 
inspiration and support for other children bat-
tling cancer. She continues to receive treat-
ment at the Nicklaus Children’s Hospital in 
Miami. Between chemotherapy sessions, she 
can be found putting together care packages 
for pediatric cancer centers across the coun-
try, donating funds to pediatric cancer re-
search, and helping other children with their 
diagnoses. 

As Fight Like a Kid puts it, sometimes real 
superheroes live in the hearts of small children 
fighting big battles. Bianca has become a 
superhero not only to the other children at 
Nicklaus Children’s Hospital but also to their 
families and to cancer patients across the 
country. 

Fight Like a Kid is an incredible organization 
created by a truly inspirational young woman. 
It really is cancer’s turn to be afraid. 

f 

HONORING BRANDON JACOB 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 29, 2019 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Madam Speaker, 
I proudly pause to recognize Brandon Jacob. 
Brandon is a very special young man who has 
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship 
and leadership by taking an active part in the 
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 1376, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Brandon has been very active with his 
troop, participating in many scout activities. 
Over the many years Brandon has been in-
volved with scouting, he has not only earned 
numerous merit badges, but also the respect 
of his family, peers, and community. Most no-
tably, Brandon has led his troop as the Assist-
ant Senior Patrol Leader, become an Ordeal 
member of the Order of the Arrow, and holds 
the rank of Warrior in the Tribe of Mic-O–Say. 
Brandon has also contributed to his commu-
nity through his Eagle Scout project. Brandon 

built storage shelving for the KC Pet Project 
animal shelter in Kansas City, Missouri. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Brandon Jacob for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. A. DONALD McEACHIN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 29, 2019 

Mr. MCEACHIN. Madam Speaker, I was un-
avoidably detained on October 22, 2019 dur-
ing roll call no. 571, On Ordering the Previous 
Question, H. Res. 646, Providing for consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 2513) Corporate Trans-
parency Act. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yea.’’ I was also unavoidably detained 
during roll call no. 572, On Agreeing to the 
Resolution, H. Res. 646, Providing for consid-
eration of the bill (H.R. 2513) Corporate 
Transparency Act. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea.’’ I was also unavoidably de-
tained during roll call no. 573, On Agreeing to 
the Amendment, H.R. 2513, Burgess of Texas 
Part B Amendment No. 1. Had I been present, 
I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ I was also unavoid-
ably detained during roll call no. 574, On 
Agreeing to the Amendment, H.R. 2513, Caro-
lyn B. Maloney of New York Part B Amend-
ment No. 4. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘aye.’’ I was also unavoidably detained 
during roll call no. 575, On Agree to the 
Amendment, H.R. 2513, Davidson of Ohio 
Part B Amendment No. 5. Had I been present, 
I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ I was also unavoid-
ably detained during roll call no. 576, On Mo-
tion to Recommit with Instructions, H.R. 2513, 
Corporate Transparency Act. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ I was also 
unavoidably detained during roll call no. 577, 
On Passage, H.R. 2513, Corporate Trans-
parency Act. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yea.’’ I was also unavoidably detained 
during roll call no. 578, On Motion to Suspend 
the Rules and Pass, as Amended, H.R. 2426, 
Copyright Alternative in Small-Claims Enforce-
ment Act of 2019. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 
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RECOGNIZING MR. JAMES LESLEY 
WALTERS 

HON. ROBERT B. ADERHOLT 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 29, 2019 

Mr. ADERHOLT. I would like to recognize 
the retirement of someone who has spent his 
career bringing news and information to thou-
sands of people. 

Mr. James Lesley (Les) Walters was born to 
James and Lottie Walters in April of 1956 in 
Andalusia, Alabama. He was the valedictorian 
of his 1974 graduating class at Red Level 
High School. After high school, Waters went 
on to attend college at Troy state University. 
Upon graduation in 1978, he was named the 

Hall School of Journalism and Communica-
tion’s Outstanding Graduate of the Year. 

In 1979, the Itawamba County Times in Ful-
ton, Mississippi hired Walters as a news writ-
er. Later that same year, he accepted a job in 
Hamilton, Alabama at a brand newspaper 
called the Hamilton Progress. 

In 1987, Walters left the Hamilton Progress 
for the position of managing editor of the Jour-
nal Record newspaper, also in Hamilton. He 
has held this position for the past 32 years. 

During his more than three decades at the 
Journal Record, his leadership has helped 
steer the paper and the community during 
much change, progress and even tragedy. 
From the completion of interstate 1–22 
through Marion County, the 2011 tornado out-
break that left several dozen people in the 
county dead, to the 2016 Hamilton office 
shootings, Walters has been there to help the 
paper and his staff write the first draft of Mar-
ion County history. 

As an editor, Walters has been a vocal ad-
vocate of Alabama’s open records and open 
meetings act and has kept county and munic-
ipal governments accountable to adhere by 
them. Walters also cultivated a higher stand-
ard of journalism in Marion County. Under his 
leadership, the paper moved from submission- 
based coverage to having reporters prioritize 
county commission meetings and city and 
town council meetings, bringing local news 
and issues to print for the public’s awareness. 

Walters has received numerous media 
awards from the Alabama Press Association, 
including his most-prized award, the APA Fea-
ture Story of the Year, which he was honored 
with for his article ‘‘Dr. Charlie Pyle’s Hamilton 
Hillbillies Semi-Pro Baseball Team.’’ 

Walters has also been named Kiwanis Cit-
izen of the Year and has served as the Ham-
ilton CJ’s president, where he was a longtime 
member and helped organize numerous fund 
raisers, such as wrestling nights and air shows 
at the Marion County Rankin-Fite Airport. 

Walters married his wife of 39 years, Sheri 
Gilliland, on July 19, 1980. They have two 
sons: Sloan, 34, of Murfreesboro, Tenn. Sloan 
and his wife Erin have two sons, Thad, 5, 
Crosby, 2, and another child expected in Feb-
ruary 2020; his youngest son, Chance, 33, 
lives in Birmingham. The Walters family are 
members of the First Baptist Church of Ham-
ilton, where Les Walters has taught Sunday 
school for youth and college-aged adults. He 
also serves on the church’s publicity com-
mittee. 

As a member of Congress, representing 
Marion County and northwest Alabama, I want 
to acknowledge and honor Mr. Walters and his 
years of service to his community, his state 
and our First Amendment. I wish Les Walters 
all the best in his well-earned retirement. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RODNEY DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 29, 2019 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Madam 
Speaker, I was with Land of Lincoln Honor 
Flight at Arlington. Had I been present, I would 
have voted NAY on Roll Call No. 587, and 
NAY on Roll Call No. 588. 
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CELEBRATING THE 150TH ANNI-

VERSARY OF COLLEGE FOOT-
BALL 

HON. CHARLIE CRIST 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 29, 2019 

Mr. CRIST. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the 150th anniversary of college 
football in the United States. For fans, college 
football is a coming together to honor 
athleticism, hard work, and your favorite team. 
For players, it’s an irreplaceable opportunity to 
hone work ethic, gain leadership skills, be-
come part of a close-knit team, and play for 
your school. As a former college quarterback, 
I’m thankful for the opportunities playing this 
amazing sport provided, and as a Floridian I’m 
thrilled when Florida’s teams win. From storied 
institutions to rising stars, Florida’s collegiate 
football programs are unmatched, as is their 
fans love for the game. Madam Speaker, may 
college football continue to thrive for another 
150 years. 

f 

HONORING JEFFREY KINNEER 
LAUBSCHER 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 29, 2019 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Madam Speaker, 
I proudly pause to recognize Jeffrey Kinneer 
Laubscher. Jeffrey is a very special young 
man who has exemplified the finest qualities 
of citizenship and leadership by taking an ac-
tive part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 
1376, and earning the most prestigious award 
of Eagle Scout. 

Jeffrey has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Jeffrey has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Jef-
frey has led his troop as the Senior Patrol 
Leader, become a Brotherhood member of the 
Order of the Arrow, and holds the rank of 
Warrior in the Tribe of Mic-O–Say. Jeffrey has 
also contributed to his community through his 
Eagle Scout project. Jeffrey built and installed 
privacy screens for the portable restrooms for 
the NKCA Baseball Association at the A.J. 
Wilson Sports Complex in Kansas City, Mis-
souri. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Jeffrey Kinneer Laubscher 
for his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts 
of America and for his efforts put forth in 
achieving the highest distinction of Eagle 
Scout. 
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HONORING VIETNAM VETERANS 

HON. ANN M. KUSTER 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 29, 2019 

Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor the brave Amer-
icans who served our country during the Viet-

nam Era. The courage, patriotism, and her-
oism that our servicemembers displayed when 
faced with the danger of serving in the Viet-
nam War speaks to the character and strength 
of these individuals and our nation. 

I am honored to be a part of the Vietnam 
War Commemorative Committee. The brave 
men and women who served our nation during 
the Vietnam War set aside their ambitions, left 
their families, and risked their lives for our 
country. This project is a token of our gratitude 
for their selfless service and steadfast, unwav-
ering devotion to our nation and the American 
people. The legacy of all those who served 
during the conflict remains an inspiration to 
our nation. To the families of our 
servicemembers who stood by faithfully as 
your loved ones departed to defend our free-
doms overseas, I offer my sincere gratitude for 
your shared commitment to duty and service. 

I will continue to work each day to serve all 
those who have served us so valiantly. Our 
veterans have made incredible sacrifices in 
honor of our nation. It is a debt we can never 
repay, and one we can never forget. It is es-
sential that we provide all our veterans with 
the care and support they so richly deserve. 

As the Representative for New Hampshire’s 
Second Congressional District, I will continue 
to work on behalf of our courageous Vietnam 
veterans, servicemembers, and military fami-
lies who have given so much for our country. 
May we honor and celebrate all our soldiers, 
and may God bless the United States of 
America. As of November 1st, 2019, I was 
honored to present Vietnam Commemorative 
Pins to the following constituents: 

Michael H. Eastman, Richard C. Dellerba, 
Richard Kimball Smith, David Paquette, Wil-
liam Allan Stashluk, Paul B. Dullea, Ronald 
Stephen Clark, William Warren Walker, Robert 
E. Thebodo, Robert Arnold Edstrom. 

James William Dryer, George A. Travers, 
Charles Machado, Carl Daniel Fredrickson, 
Jr., Ronald J. Cote, Michael L. Gray, David 
Lawrence Nelson, Jr., Robert Francis Stanley, 
Rodney A. Stanley, William Joseph Brodeur. 

David Eugene Norton, Raymond Paul 
Boudreau, Guy A. Tremblay, William F. Chap-
man, Charles Michael Sirosky, Steven F. 
Cady, Eric Frederick Parthum, Lowell Bohnert, 
James E. Neister, John Vincent Madden. 

Louis Maurice Belanger, Joseph Vincent 
Cannava, Norman Wayne Blake, Andrew J. 
LaCourse, John Francis DiBernardo, John Jo-
hansen, Thomas R. Sawyer, Lawrence Wayne 
Barchard, Harold Francis Shea, Jr., Richard L. 
Lavoie. 

Alfred Anthony Monterio, Joseph Frank 
Cannata, Donald J. Burns, George R. Hall, 
Roger John Hubert, Phillip J. Miller, Richard 
Stewart Tatem, Lloyd H. Hamilton, Clyde 
Francis Bubar, Walter Gerald Cibulski, Jr. 

Michael Joseph Golden, William Thomas 
McClellan III, Edmund J. Gleason, Louis R. 
Hagan, Ronald Paul Morrissey, Joseph K. Ire-
land, Gerald Joseph Bushway, Henry Stephen 
Masciocchi, Robert A. Duncan, Sr., Kathleen 
McLeod Duncan. 

Thomas W.R. Thibault, Sr., James Edward 
Miles, Arthur John Demeis, Bruce Edward 
Richardson, Francis Joseph Cuddy, Jr., Susan 
Ann Cuddy, Robert William Perry, Sr., Wilfred 
Clinton Gonyo, Margaret Lee Clarke, Edward 
E. Rochford. 

DIGNITY IN AGING ACT OF 2019 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, October 28, 2019 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of H.R. 4334, the ‘‘Dignity in 
Aging Act of 2019.’’ 

H.R. 4334 reauthorizes the Older Americans 
Act (OAA), which authorizes funds to state 
and local programs to ensure aging seniors 
have access to food, transportation, and other 
basic services they need to live independently 
and with dignity. 

The number of Americans over age 65 is 
expected to reach 70 million by 2030, rep-
resenting a 71 percent increase from today’s 
41 million older adults. 

Elder and long-term care is rapidly becom-
ing one of the most daunting healthcare chal-
lenges of our day. 

By 2050, the global population of people 
older than 60 is expected to jump to two bil-
lion. 

In the United States, the number of Ameri-
cans over the age of 65 is expected to double 
from roughly 50 million today to nearly 100 
million by 2060. 

While the United States is currently ranked 
among the top countries in the world for the 
elderly, there are significant variations across 
the country in access to healthcare and quality 
of life. 

On average, the older adult population 
spends $18,424 annually per person, with 
more than one-third of those expenditures oc-
curring after the age of 85. 

The Medicaid program accounted for more 
that 40 percent of overall U.S. nursing home 
costs in 2012, and 65 percent of these costs 
in graying states like Pennsylvania. 

Together with Medicare, these programs 
comprise more that 31 percent of all U.S. 
health expenditures. 

An aging America will experience increas-
ingly severe and complex health conditions. 

Almost half of the U.S. population is ex-
pected to have at least one chronic disease by 
2020. 

The number of aging individuals with three 
or more chronic conditions has also increased 
significantly within the last ten years, and this 
is expected to grow to 40 percent among the 
65 and over population by 2030. 

By 2050, the number of Americans needing 
long-term services and supports (LTSS) will 
more than double to 27 million. 

Our approach to caring for the aging is fis-
cally unsustainable for taxpayers and con-
sumers alike. 

Absent changes to a fragmented system of 
care delivery which rewards high-cost rather 
than high-quality care, the burden of 
healthcare spending for the aging population 
will soon become unsustainable for taxpayer- 
funded programs like Medicare and Medicaid, 
as well as individual consumers paying out-of- 
pocket. 

Between 2015 and 2025, annual Medicare 
spending is projected to double to $1.2 trillion 
dollars. 

The median annual out-of-pocket costs for 
Americans age 65 will rise to $6,200, nearly 
double what it was in 2010. 

Unless policymakers act now, aging Ameri-
cans and their loved ones will soon experi-
ence unsustainably high costs for healthcare 
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